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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4-1 6 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 4-16 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,567,004 to Pietzsch ("Pietzsch"). 

As to claim 1 , Pietzsch discloses a device for the operation of a vehicle, 
which, in particular, is constructed in the form of an agricultural or industrial utility 
vehicle (see for example the Background of the Invention section), with a 
gripping part (12) see kvov w - o ; , on a vehicle console (see for 

v % v , ; N - , wherein the 

gripping part (12) is constructed such that it can be gripped at least in part by one 
of the operator's hands, and/or that it is suitable at least in part for engagement 
with an operator's hand sec , N \ v 5 Fig \ wherein the gripping part (12) 
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has operating elements (18, 20, 22) * pk } N ns 2 ), with which 

at least one function of the vehicle and/or one function of a work device, that may 
be attached to the vehicle, can be controlled, and wherein a display unit (24) (see 
a a ^ N v . N v V* is provided that is correlated to the gripping part (12) 
(see for example Fig. 2 nele that the items are correlated at least n that they are 
proximate each other or in that they are constrained to a t spatia 
relationships to each other) and can be arranged so that it is adjustable, relative 
to the gripping part (12) (see for example Fig. 2 item 33 or 35). 

Pietzsch discloses the claimed invention except for providing that the 
gripping part can be placed rigidly on the console. One of ordinary skill in the art 
could have mounted the gripping part rigidly since it requires no more than 
ordinary skill to remove features such as the hinge that allows the gripping part to 
move in its deployed position. The suggestion/motivation would have been to 
reduce cost by eliminating components and their function. 

Regarding claim 2, in addition to the rejection of claim 1 , Pietzsch further 
discloses that the display unit (24) has a monitor (see for example F g 2 It - 
30), preferably, an LCD or a TFT monitor, wherein the monitor can show 
information regarding the operating state of the vehicle or a work device that can 
be attached to the vehicle and that, preferably, has a touch-entry capability 
comparable to a touch screen > a -a s N N a - \ .\ \ 
eliminates the described Imitations from consideration because teey are not 
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necessary. However: examiner takes official notice that touch screen TFT LCD 
monitors were known for use in vehicles., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use such a recognized 
option. The suggestion/motivation would have been to provide advantages such 




cok i s lext to the large rectangle that suggests an addressable display.). 



Regarding claim 3 in addition to the rejection of claim 2, Pietzsch further 
discloses that at least one other operating element is provided on the display unit 
(24) (the rejection of claim 2 covers the obviousness of the use of a touch 
screen, the touch screen function inherently provides "operating elements"). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT R. RAINEY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3313. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 
AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571) 272-7674. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/RR/ 



/Amare Mengistu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



